
 
 

 

The Celtic Orthodox Church is one of the Ancient Christian Churches.  Founded in 
AD37, it radiated across Europe, remaining faithful to its tradition and its spirituality during the 
first twelve centuries of the Christian era.  It is the original Church of Great Britain. 

 

Église Orthodoxe Celtique  www.orthodoxie-celtique.net 

_______________________________________________________ 
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Our Liturgies are held at St Aidan’s Oratory.  This is a small space so 
to achieve some modicum of ‘social distancing’ numbers are limited. 

For details please contact Fr Leonard. 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

From Fr Leonard 
 
Last month I said that, “the volatile weather seems to reflect the uncertainties of life 
with Covid-19.  Let us hold on to the stability we can find in our Faith.”  The weather 
remains, if not exactly volatile, inconsistent with our expectations for the season:  
less rain than we might expect and warmer temperatures.  This might, you would 
think, hasten on the autumn colours on Nature’s palette, but not so here in Dorset 
where the greens hold on.  And holding on is exactly what Covid-19 is doing, indeed, 
more than holding on it seems to be growing ever more prevalent.  For those who, 
back in March, thought this would all be over in a few months the situation must be 
depressingly shocking.  More than ever I urge that we “hold on to the stability we 
can find in our Faith.” 
 

My lovely friend and mentor Metropolitan Kallistos said recently that he did not 
believe that this pandemic is a punishment from God because he does not believe in 
the kind of God who would purposely inflict pain, especially on bad and good alike.  
God is a God of love.  That God allows the pandemic and other catastrophes to 
happen is a more difficult point to answer, but it is all bound up with the free-will we 
have been given and what humanity has chosen to do with its freedom and the 
environment we have been given on trust.  I don’t have answers, but I do have 
Faith.  When that seems insufficient to combat our doubts or fears, we need to pray 
the words the father of the convulsed child said to Jesus, “Lord, I believe – help my 
un-belief” (Mk 9, 24). 
 

At Compline we quote St Peter – “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil is walking round like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour: resist him, 
strong in the Faith.”  May such Faith be yours, dear friends in Christ! 
 

Blessings to you all – and stay safe. 
 

___________________________________________________________ 



Prayer for our Time  (with thanks to Br Simon) 
 
Lord, Pestilence walks in the darkness; destruction lays waste in the noonday.  We 
tremble lest plague comes nigh our dwellings.  Give ingenuity to your servants 
working in laboratories to produce a vaccine against the pandemic. 
 

Grant protection and relief to your suffering people.  Amen 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Icons for the Romani People 
 

          
 

St Sara o Kali Blessed Ceferino  –  ‘El Pelē’ 
 

 
St Sara o Kali or St Sara the Black 
(because it is believed she may have 
been Egyptian) is the Patron saint of 
the Gypsies.  Believed to have been 
present at Jesus’ crucifixion she 
travelled to Gaul where her wandering 
life, begging alms for the poor, has 
become associated with the Romani 
people. 

 
Blessed Ceferino Gimēnez Malla, a 
Spanish Romani (1861-1936) mis-
sionary to his people and tireless 
protagonist for their rights was 
martyred.  He was was beatified in 
1997 by Pope John Paul II.  He is the 
first Gypsy to be canonised. 

 
These icons (by Fr Leonard) were commissioned by CNGTR (Christian Network for 
Gypsies, Travellers and Roma).  Due to Covid these icons have not yet been 
delivered. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Equilibrium in our Lives   Words from Rev Ray Simpson 
 
Finding equilibrium may seem a forlorn and frustrating task, until we realize that 
Christ, who is the perfect specimen of a balanced human being, can calm our 
agitated or overworked parts, heal our sick parts, and strengthen our weak parts.  
Gildas, who has been nicknamed the Jeremiah of the early British church because he 
was so critical of its lax members, believed in fasting and prayer — yet he was 



equally aware of the danger of going overboard and losing a sense of proportion.  He 
wrote: There is no point in abstaining from bodily food if you do not have love in 
your heart.  Those who do not fast much but who take great care to keep their heart 
pure (on which, as they know, their life ultimately depends) are better off than those 
who are vegetarian, or travel in carriages, and think they are therefore superior to 
everyone else.  To these people death has entered through the window of their 
pride. Grant me the serenity — that comes from placing the different parts of my 
being under your harmonizing sway.  Lord, may we grow in balance. 
 

From: Daily Light from the Celtic Saints: Ancient Wisdom for Modern Life 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Community of St Gwenn 
 
We still hope to gain more members for our (mainly 
on-line) group, united in our love for the Spirituality 
of the Celtic Church – see the two previous editions 
of the St Gwenn’s Bulletin. 
 
It might just be added that the idea of having our 
individual Rules of Life, held in the Chapel of St 
Gwenn is to make a tangible expression of our 
commitment.  The Rule is not some kind of test and 
should be sent in a sealed envelope – the content of 
the Rule is between, and known only to, God and 
the individual concerned.  In fact, I received one 
Rule by e-mail which I printed without reading and 
then put into an envelope, now on the altar. 
 
If there is anything more you would like to know 
about joining our Community, please ask.    
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Great God  Thoughts by Arthur Burt  
 
Anyone who has a great God is little in their own eyes 
But whoever comes to know God as He is, becomes nothing in their own eyes! 
 

The Christian life is not hard to live – it’s utterly impossible to live! 
Only One can live it!  Let Him!  In you. 
 

If you were arrested for being a Christian, is there enough evidence to convict you? 
 

Are you committed as a Christian? 
 

Have you gone beyond the point of no return? 
 

From: Pebbles to Slay Goliath 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 
For our Prayers 
 
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all the monastics, clergy and 
people of the Celtic Orthodox Church; for all Christians; for the Unity of Christ’s 
Church throughout the world. 
 

For PEACE in our troubled world; that the love of God may touch the hearts of all 
who perpetuate strife and conflict: for God’s blessing on all peacemakers. 
 



For racial, ethnic and social equality, tolerance and mutual respect – especially this 
month for the Roma. 
 

For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; especially at this time for those with, or 
devastated by, the coronavirus pandemic including those in bereavement.  For our 
own Father Deacon Aidan with terminal cancer, and for all our close ones suffering at 
this time. 
 

For the Leaders of all Nations, for our own Government, Councils, the NHS, 
Hospitals, Clinics, Doctors, Nurses, all Medical Staff and all Volunteers as they fight 
against the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 

For all Nations and their leaders, and for each of us to take seriously and respect the 
environment before our planet is irrevocably impaired. 
 

For the departed – the victims of coronavirus pandemic, those who have died of 
starvation and through warfare – for, whose anniversaries of reposing fall this 
month: Leslie, Eva, Charles, Ellie, Eric, Fred, Penny, Monica, Leslie, Metropolitan 
Gabriel, Derek, David, Christine, Lily, and Jean-Pierre. 
 

Memory Eternal. 
 
 

 


