St Gwenn’s News 83 – OCTOBER 2019
Services this Month
Services at St Gabriel’s, Morcombelake unless otherwise stated
Sun 6 Oct – PENTECOST 17 The PROTECTING VEIL of the Most Holy
THEOTOKOS [transf from 1 Oct] FEAST of CREATION [transf from 4 Oct]

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Sun 13 Oct – PENTECOST 18

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Fri 25 Oct – St Clotilde of California

Festal Matins 9.00am
At St Aidan’s Oratory
____________________________________________________________

From your Parish Priest
Greetings in the Name of the Lord!
As you will see from the front page we have an extra Liturgy this month. This
enables us, with a little transference of dates, to celebrate jointly the Feast of the
Protecting Veil of the Most Holy Theotokos, and The Feast of Creation which itself is
celebrated to coincide with St Francis of Assisi, that great respecter of God’s
Creation.
Thank goodness the potential destruction of God’s Creation as we know it through
Climate Change is receiving ever more publicity with protagonists like Sir David
Attenborough and young Greta Thunberg leading the way. How important it is that
the message be heard and acted upon.
Respect for the environment, along with perceiving God within His Creation is, of
course, an important facet of Celtic Orthodoxy, so the Feast we shall celebrate on
the first Sunday of this month is of great importance. We might think of it as the
Orthodox equivalent of Harvest Festival PLUS! Many Eastern Orthodox Churches
make special prayers for the Environment on 1st September, the beginning of their
Liturgical Year.
The Protecting Veil is a feast honouring the protection afforded us by the intercession
of the Mother of God. More and more we ask the Blessed Mother’s payer for the
environment so that ties in nicely with our celebration of the Feast of Creation.
May God bless us in our endeavours to help and respect His Creation.
Loving blessings to you all,

__________________________________________________________________

Camino de Santiago de Compostela!!!
Deacon Tugdual and Diakonissa Susanna have continued on their ambitious and
courageous pilgrimage. In last month’s news, when they were around half way, we
learned that Susanna had fallen into a thorn bush. During September she has been
troubled with blisters – not exactly surprising! HOWEVER they have now made it all
the way to the Cathedral at Compostela. Our heartiest congratulations to them!!!
Here are just a few extracts from their Log along the way:
22.9.19 Photo supposed to
highlight the 3 consecutive
mountains I climbed yesterday and a tractor laden with
grapes. Great to see local
farmers
and
traditional
vineyards after the huge
corporate 'farms' of Rioja.
It was a very strenuous 7
hour climb and descent in
the rain.
Welcomed at a
fabulous hotel, long soak in
bath sorting out my gammy left leg. Taken Sunday as day off, enjoying facilities and
learning how to use a washing machine.

24.9.19 Foggy, rainy, windy and cold
start to a 6 mile steep descent, wooded
with oak and chestnut trees. By
lunchtime the sun had taken over in time
to admire an 800yr old chestnut tree with
a staggering 26ft diameter!
What goes down must go up, so up to
Alto Riocabo (3000ft) - and down again
to be welcomed in by a commune, Tierra
de Luz (Land of Light), and given
refreshment in exchange for a donation.

29.9.19 [St Michael and All Angels]
A very wet and cold arrival

____________________________________________________________

Here are some passages Bp Paul copied from recent talks and teaching
given by Bishop Marc.
•

If I suffer, it’s because I need God.

•

Suffering always humiliates us.

•

Our sufferings are the flowers of the Garden of Gethsemane.

•

Humility will lead us to meekness.

•

The Word proceeds from silence.

•

Our weakness does not prevent our love.

•

Be full of compassion for the faults of others.

•

Our sufferings plough the soil of our soul and prepare it for the seeds of love.

•

Holiness is not perfection—it’s humility.

•

Do all that we can, but then abandon everything to God.

•

We cannot be Christian if we do not abandon ourselves.

•

Climbing mountains makes us suffer, but what joy when we reach the peak!

That last one links us back to Dcn Tugdual and Dcnssa Susanna. ed
__________________________________________________________________

And a little Light Relief…..
Borrowed from a friend and fellow
Benedictine oblate. Thanks Simon.

____________________________________________________________
Mother of Tenderness
There are several different traditional icon designs for the Theotokos. One of the
loveliest is the Mother of tenderness. Fr Leonard was commissioned to ‘write’ or
paint an icon of our lady for a bishop friend. This was commission was recently
completed and delivered. An image of it follows:

__________________________________________________________
For our Prayers
That we may have truly grateful hearts for all the benefits and blessings God
showers upon us. In particular at this time that we may be grateful for and fully
appreciate the beauty of God’s Creation.
That the Nations and each of us take seriously the great threat climate change poses
to our environment, and all may realise the need to act decisively before our planet
is irrevocably impaired.
That selfishness and greed be stifled, the hungry fed and the homeless sheltered.
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all the monastics, clergy and
people of the Celtic Orthodox Church, and for the Unity of Christ’s Church throughout
the world.
For PEACE in our troubled world; for an end to all conflict; that the love of God may
touch the hearts of all.
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the
persecuted; for the starving; for refugees; for hostages; and for the homeless.
For our Country as we continue in ever more chaos towards our departure from the
European Union.
For the departed – Leslie, Eva Charles, Ellie, Fred, Penny, Monica, Leslie,
Metropolitan Gabriel, Derek, David, Christine, Lily, and Jean-Pierre whose
anniversaries of reposing fall this month.
Memory Eternal.

