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Services this Month 
 

Services at St Gabriel’s, Morcombelake unless otherwise stated 
 
 

Tues 6 Aug – TRANSFIGURATION 
 

 
 

Matins with Communion  9.00am 
 

At St Aidan’s Oratory 
 
 
 

                    
 
 

Sun 11 Aug – PENTECOST 9 – St Tugdual the New 
 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 
 
 

                    
 
 

Thurs 15 Aug – DORMITION of the THEOTOKOS 
 

 
 

Matins with Communion  9.00am 
 

At St Aidan’s Oratory 
 
 
 

                    
 
 

Sun 25 Aug – PENTECOST 11 
 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 



From your Parish Priest 
 
Greetings!  The Lord, be with you. 
 
August provides us with two major Feast Days, the Transfiguration of Christ and the 
Dormition of the Holy Mother of God.  Looking through some of our dear departed Fr 
Deacon Cwyfan’s musings I found a reflection on the Transfiguration which led him 
to associate the event with our own ‘transfiguration’ when, at the resurrection of the 
dead, we receive our imperishable bodies.  I will put this reflection below. 
 
The Dormition (falling asleep), or Assumption as the Catholic Church calls it, is a 
sufficiently important feast that the Orthodox Church keeps a fourteen day fast 
leading up to it.  The Tradition of the Ancient Church is that, after her death, Mary 
was received bodily into heaven to be eternally with her Son before her body could 
become corrupt. 
 
On this feast we rejoice at the great thing which Mary did in co-operating in God’s 
plan for our redemption and salvation.  When she was called to her reward, she 
stood before her Creator as one who, with total lack of self-regard, had submitted to 
the will of God, and as one who had carried the Christ child, the incarnate God, in 
her womb.  It is the fact that she carried Christ within her body that has earned her 
the title the Temple of the Lord.  Yes, she deserved to receive her crown of glory, 
and it is inconceivable to think of that Temple of the Lord suffering corruption in the 
grave. 
 
May the prayers of Our Lady help us to be able, at the appointed time, to stand 
before our Creator, repentant and humble, having lived in the hope of His promise 
that those who believe in Him will never die eternally. 
 
Loving blessings to you all, 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Camino de Santiago de Compostela 
 
Over the course of the next couple of months 
our Deacon Tugdual (Desmond) and his wife 
Diakonissa Susanna (Susan) will be walking 
the Pilgrim Way of St James the Great, 
ending at St James’ Cathedral in Compostela.  
This is an ambitious undertaking and we wish 
them every blessing on their way.  It is in the 
strength they draw from their Faith that they 
will succeed.  Words from the Prophet Isiah 
come to mind: 
 

Do you not know?  Have you not heard?  
The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth.  He 
gives strength to the weary and increases 
the power of the weak.  Those who hope 
in the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will 
walk and not be faint.  [Is 40.28ff] 

 
 

Santiago de Compostela 
The Cathedral 

____________________________________________________________ 
 



The Transfiguration of Christ  A reflection by the late Monk Deacon Cwyfan 
 
Here we have the account of Jesus going for a walk up a mountain with three of His 
disciples, Peter, James and John – the same three who accompanied Jesus at the 
raising of Jairus’ daughter. 
 
At the top of the mountain, they were yet again to witness a happening of cosmic 
proportions, the Transfiguration of Jesus; they actually saw His divine glory in all its 
luminescent splendour. 
 
In addition, He was speaking with Moses and Elijah, they representing the Law and 
the Prophets of the Old Testament.  So this meeting confirms the interconnection, 
through Jesus, between the Old and the New Testaments.  Over this scene God 
Himself commanded, “This is my beloved Son listen to Him.” 
 
What are we to learn from this tremendous event?  We are left in no doubt that 
Jesus is truly man and truly God, and for a brief moment we glimpse our own 
immortality. 
 
We can sense something of this in Saint Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians where 
(Chapter 15. 35-37) he asks, “How are the dead raised?”  He answers, “You foolish 
man!  What you sow does not come to life unless it dies,” and, “what you sow is not 
the body which is to be.”  Later on in the chapter, with regard to our own 
resurrection, he says: “What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable; it 
is sown in dishonour and raised in glory; it is sown in weakness and raised in power; 
it is sown a perishable body, raised a spiritual body.” 

Fr Deacon Cwyfan 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Some Quotations 

 
“The way of Christian life is cruciform.  Jesus did not suffer and die in order that we 
need not suffer and die, but in order that our suffering and death might be joined to 
His in redemptive victory.  The Christian way is not one of avoidance but of participa-
tion in the suffering of Christ, which encompasses not only our own suffering, but the 
suffering of the whole world.” 
Fr Richard John Neuhaus (Death on a Friday Afternoon) 
 
After the resurrection our bodies will be spiritual, and not earthly ones; everything 
earthly will remain upon earth.  Remembering what our future abode will be, 
Christians, let us, then, gradually detach ourselves from everything earthly. 
St John of Kronstadt 
 
Should thoughts of self-praise, of self-satisfaction, occur to you, say: 'I myself am 
nothing; all that is good in me is accomplished by the grace of God.'  “What have 
you that you did not receive?” (1 Cor 4.7)  “Without Me you can do nothing.” (Jn 
15.5) 
St John of Kronstadt 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Remembering the Gypsies 
 
In May 1997, a Spanish Gypsy, Ceferino Giminéz Malla (1861-1936) — or El Pele, 
“The Strong One” — was beatified by Pope John Paul II: the first (and only) person 
of Gypsy origin ever to be honoured as a saint.  He had lived a life of devotion to his 
faith, and paid the ultimate price in 1936, facing a Spanish firing squad for defending 
priests from attacks and for refusing to cease his habit of prayer. 
 
Typically, the history books revere El Pele for the way his life ended.  While it was his 
act of martyrdom which secured him recognition by the Church many years later, it  
 



   El 

was his life of integrity, honour, loyalty, and 
holiness which secured him recognition among his 
own people, the Gypsies. 
 
In a life spent healing the divisions between Gypsy 
and gorga (non-Gypsy), Ceferino succinctly 
combined both the particularism of his Gypsy 
ethnicity and the universalism of his Christian faith, 
dedicating himself to healing the hearts and minds 
of all he encountered; he is indeed a saint among 
his people as well as his Church. 
 

(From an article in The Church Times) 
Pele 

 

________________________ 
 

 
The 2nd of August is Roma Holocaust 
Memorial Day when we recall the 2897 
Romani and Sinti gypsies who were 
annihilated on that day in 1944.  This 
horror can too easily be forgotten when 
we are remembering the vast numbers of 
Jews who were murdered by the Nazi 
regime. 
 
There will be a Roma Memorial event at 
12noon on Thursday 8th August at 
Kingston Mauward.  Fr Leonard will be 
there. 
  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
For our Prayers 
 

For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all the monastics, clergy and 
people of the Celtic Orthodox Church. 
 

For the Unity of Christ’s Church throughout the world; for a greater tolerance 
towards, and willingness to understand, other Christians, giving thanks for what we 
hold in common.  For greater inter-faith tolerance and understanding. 
 

For PEACE in our troubled world; that the love of God may touch the hearts of all, 
and have mercy on all who suffer and hunger because of conflict.  For respect for 
other cultures than our own. 
 

For our Country as we continue, under new leadership, the endeavour to resolve the 
problems involved in our leaving the European Union. 
 

For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the 
persecuted; for the starving; for refugees; for hostages; and for the homeless. 
 
For Fr Dcn Tugdual and Diakonissa Susanna on their Santiago pilgrimage. 
 

For the departed – The 2897 annihilated Gypsy people (1944), Trevor, Betty, Vicki, 
Roly – fool for Christ, June, Jose, Cyril, Bob, Dorothy, Jill, Doug, Peter, Fran, Tony, 
Papa Spiros, Ray, and Des, whose anniversaries of reposing fall this month.       
Memory Eternal. 
 

 


