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Services this Month 
 
 
 

Services at St Gabriel’s, Morcombelake 
unless otherwise stated 

 
 
 

Sun 14 Apr – PALM SUNDAY 
Entry into Jerusalem 

 

 
 

Divine Liturgy and Procession of Palms  10.30am 
 

                    

 
HOLY WEEK 

 
Wed 17 Apr – Great and Holy Wednesday 

 

Matins with the Presanctified Gifts  9.30am 
 

At St Aidan’s Oratory 
 

                    



 
Thurs 18 Apr – Great and Holy Thursday 

 

        
 

Divine Liturgy  7.30pm 
With washing of Feet 

 

                    

 
Friday 19 Apr  GREAT and HOLY FRIDAY 

 

 
 

VESPERS of the SHROUD  3.00pm 
 

                    

 
Sat 20/Sun 21 Apr 

 

PASCHA 
 

 
 

VIGIL and LITURGY  8.30pm (Sat) 
 
 

Festal Matins  10.30am (Sun) 
 

At St Aidan’s Oratory 
 
 

                    



 
 
 

From your Parish Priest 
 
Greetings! 
 

As we send out this News we reach the mid-point of Lent.  I hope that we are all feeling 
spiritually enriched by our Lenten discipline.  Fasting and prayer are powerful tools in the 
spiritual warfare against evil, and there is no doubting that there is evil which needs 
defeating.  Whether or not you subscribe to a ‘personalised’ Devil or Satan (and you not do 
so at your peril) or evil as an abstract force, he or it is powerfully cunning.  The most 
common, and quite deadly, trick is to get you to believe that something you thought to be 
wrong is really quite acceptable.  The struggle we face is often referred to as the tension 
between flesh and spirit, but in Celtic spirituality this needs qualifying.  Flesh itself is of God’s 
creating.  Flesh is beautiful and sublime in its untainted form.  The battle is, in fact, between 
spirituality and our lower nature, the corruption of the flesh.  Our Lenten Troparion runs: 
 

In our Lenten fast we do battle against temptation and the spirit of evil.  O Christ our 
God, tempted in the wilderness yet unyielding, support us so that, armed with the 
weapon of self-denial, we may conquer all evil. 

 
Prayerful self-denial, following the Way of Christ, resisting the wiles of the evil one as He did 
– this is what will bring us to true joy, the joy we are preparing to celebrate at Pascha/Easter 
where the tree of shame has become the victorious emblem of victory, victory over sin and 
death.  May that glorious victory be yours. 
 
Loving blessings to you all, 
 

Fr Leonard+ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Victory of the Cross 
 
Following on from what I have just written let me hark back to the cross.  We celebrated the 
Veneration of the Cross on the Third Sunday of Lent, and here are some of the things I said 
in my homily. 
 
This year Lent 3 was also the Forefeast of the Annunciation as well as being the feast of St 
Sara-o-Kali, St Sara the Black, patron saint of the Romani people with whom I feel much 
empathy. 
 
The cross, however, was our main focus.  Without the victory of the cross the Annunciation 
would have failed to achieve its purpose.  Without the victory of the cross we would not have 
been celebrating St Sara or any other saint. 
 
At the Annunciation God’s plan for our redemption was set in train.  As we travel through 
Lent preparing ourselves to celebrate Easter, the great Paschal Feast, let us rejoice in the 
cross on which Redemption and Eternal Life were won. 
 
The cross: shameful instrument of torture and death, yes, but more noble yet, instrument of 
the final victory over sin and death.  As I have said often before, it is a characteristic of our 
Orthodox Faith that we never think of the cross without putting it into the context of the 
VICTORY which Christ won for us upon it.  The Troparion well sums this up: 
 

Before Your Cross we bow down in worship, O Master; 
and Your holy resurrection we glorify! 

 

Through the prayers of the Blessed Theotokos, St Sara, St Gwenn and all the Saints may we 
have the grace fully to embrace the victory of the cross. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
And so to Pascha! 
 
And to something else I have said oft before in respect of the miracles of the Passion and the 
Resurrection. 
 



If we have come to these great events through the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew Mark and 
Luke, then Jesus’ crucifixion comes across as extremely unfortunate, a bitter disappointment 
for one of Whom so much had been anticipated.  Death on the cross is hardly a miracle.  
Resurrection on the other hand – wow, that really is a miracle! 
 
BUT, if we approach the Death and Resurrection of Jesus through St John’s Gospel, it turns 
the situation on its head.  Jesus is God.  He is, therefore, the Author and Creator of ALL life.  
He IS LIFE.  That death could not hold Him; that the crucified Christ arose from death, is 
inevitable.  Not so much a miracle as an inevitability. 
 
Great and Holy Friday, so-called Good Friday – surely that is the Miracle.  That God should, in 
the person of Jesus the Son, undergo death; that is the miracle. 
 
As St John explains, “God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” Jn 3:16 
 
And that is what the wonderful season of Pascha, and indeed, our entire life as Christians, is 
all about. 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
For our Prayers 
 
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all the monastics, clergy and people of 
the Celtic Orthodox Church. 
 
For our keeping of a good and faithful Lent and for our renewed joy in the Resurrection. 
 
For the Unity of Christ’s Church throughout the world; for a greater willingness for Christians 
to rejoice in what they hold in common so that Christ may be shewn forth to the world in the 
unity and love He came to give us. 
 
For PEACE in our troubled world; that the love of God may touch the hearts of all, and have 
mercy on all who suffer and hunger because of conflict. 
 
For our Country as we continue in chaos and disarray in endeavouring to achieve our 
departure from the European Union. 
 
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the persecuted; 
for the starving – especially in YEMEN; for those thousands affected by the storms and 
flooding in East Africa, for refugees; for hostages; for the homeless. 
 
For the departed – Colin, Sophia, Edna, Bob, Carol, Arthur, Maureen, Olivia, Jodit, Daphne 
and Christian, whose anniversaries of reposing fall this month. 
 

Memory Eternal. 
 
 
 

 


