St Gwenn’s News 73 – DECEMBER 2018
Services at St Gwenn’s
Sun 2 Dec – ADVENT 3
Tone 3

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Thurs 6 Dec – St Nicholas, Wonderworker of Myra

Divine Liturgy 9.00am

Sun 9 Dec – ADVENT 4
Tone 4

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Wed 12 Dec – St Spyridon the Wonderworker

Divine Liturgy 9.00am

Sun 16 Dec – ADVENT 5
Tone 5

Divine Liturgy 10.30am + Panikhida [Ann Hutson]

Thurs 20 Dec – Forefeast of the Nativity

Divine Liturgy 9.00am

Sun 23 Dec– ADVENT 6
Tone 6

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Mon 24 Dec - The NATIVITY in the Flesh of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

Vespers of the NATIVITY 5.30pm
Divine Liturgy of the NATIVITY 7.00pm
AND

Tues 25 Dec 9.30am we join with
St Mary the Virgin, Marshwood for their
Informal Christmas Worship

Sun 30 Dec– NATIVITY 1

Sorry - No Liturgy Today

[Mon 31 Dec – Leavetaking of Nativity]
__________________________________________________________________

From your Parish Priest
Greetings!
As we begin December our Latin Western brothers and sisters begin their Advent. How
quickly the first two of the six weeks of Orthodox Advent have flown. The Celtic Christians
referred to Advent as Lesser or Little Lent, and to match Lent it approximates to 40 days.
Like Lent, but not so stringent, Advent is a time of preparation, a time to ‘spring-clean’ our
souls in readiness for a great feast/festival of the Church.
When Christmas decorations and Christmas music assail us in Advent, sometimes even
before Advent has begun, this is entirely contrary to the spirit of our period of quiet
preparation for Christmas. It also leads to many people taking down their decorations after

Christmas Day or ‘Boxing’ Day as if the festival is all over! They are bored of it all just when
it begins. I come from a tradition of putting up the decorations on Christmas Eve, and of not
singing Christmas carols during Advent. I know I’m a bit out on a limb here, but we should
surely at least wait until we are more than halfway through Advent. I have, therefore, been
quite impressed by the number of Facebook posts I’ve seen condemning Christmas
decorations in November.
Having beaten that particular drum I now pray that you will all have a good preparation
during the remainder of Advent, and a most joyous and blessed Christmas.
Loving blessings to you all,
Fr Leonard+
__________________________________________________________________
Monk Deacon Cwyfan
We now have photographs of Fr Deacon Cwyfan’s grave in the cemetery in the wood beside
our monastery in Brittany. May he rest in peace and rise in glory.

__________________________________________________________________
The Incarnation
The opening of St John’s gospel (Jn 1. 1-18) makes it unequivocally clear that Jesus Christ is
one with the Father and is so before all time. In the Incarnation Christ takes on the form of a
man; He becomes one of us in order to redeem us. He doesn’t change into a human, He
adds Human Nature to His Divine Nature within His ONE Person – one Person of the three
Persons Who are God the Holy Trinity.
Jesus’ divinity in no way detracts from the fullness of His humanity. At His birth He was
entirely dependent on His Mother for human life, suckling at her breast. As a man His
divinity did not enable Him to escape feeling the exquisite pain He suffered when scourged
and crucified.
In many ways, the Incarnation is a greater miracle than the Resurrection. Christ is one with
God, Christ is God (St John as above), one Person with two indivisible Natures. God is the
Creator of all life so His Resurrection was inevitable. How could LIFE itself be extinguished?
How could death prevail over He Who creates life?
Christmas and Good Friday are then, to me, wonders greater than the Resurrection; that God
should choose to become a man, should offer that humanity on the cross for our redemption.
Therein is LOVE, as St John says in his First Epistle – “In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that He loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
That passage inspired Christina Rossetti’s sweet and theologically sound little poem:
Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love
Love
Love
Love

shall be our token,
be yours and love be mine,
to God and all men,
for plea and gift and sign.

Let us be ready to greet that Love, let us be ready to share that love, let us be ready to live
that love.
Fr Leonard

_______________________________________________________

Congratulations to Père Thomas
On 25 November, at our monastery at SaintDolay, Brittany, monk Deacon Thomas was
ordained priest. We send him our hearty
congratulations, blessings and love.
May God richly bless his priestly ministry.
Axios!
Axios!
Axios!
__________________________________________________________________
BIRD BRAIN or GOOD SENSE?
Fr Deacon Aidan passed on this little ditty – a great lesson here! Fr Leonard has added some
artwork:

__________________________________________________________________

For our Prayers
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all the monastics, clergy and people of
the Celtic Orthodox Church. For Pere Thomas in his priestly ministry.
For the Unity of Christ’s Church throughout the world; for a greater willingness for Christians
to rejoice in what they hold in common.
For PEACE in our troubled world; that the love of God may touch the hearts of all.
For our Country as we prepare to depart from the European Union.
For the joy of the Incarnation to touch the hearts of all. For all for whom this Christmas will
not be a happy time.

For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the persecuted;
for the starving – especially in YEMEN; for refugees; for hostages; for the homeless; for
those affected by storms, flooding, earthquake or fire.
For the departed – Mary, Sydney, Patriarch Alexei II, Patriarch Ignatius IV, Nelson Mandela,
Elizabeth, Audrey, Lorraine, Wendy, Kit, Terry, Len, Ann, Dom Boniface, Ken (oblate), Henry,
Benazir Bhutto and S Nicholas the Blesser, whose anniversaries of reposing fall this month.
Memory Eternal.

