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St Gwenn’s News 71
SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER 2018
Services at St Gwenn’s
Sun 2 Sep – PENTECOST 15
Tone 5

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Mon 3 Sep – St Edward, King and Passion-bearer

Matins and Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 9.00am

Sun 9 Sep – PENTECOST 16 / Nativity of the Mother of God
Tone 6

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Thurs 13 Sep – Exaltation of the Cross

Divine Liturgy 9.00am

Sun 16 Sep – PENTECOST 17
Tone 7

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

HB Metropolitan Marc and Bp Paul will be with us
TODAY!
Sun 23 Sep –PENTECOST 18
Tone 1

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Sun 30 Sep – Sorry, NO Liturgy today

Sun 7 Oct – PENTECOST 20
Tone 3

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Sun 14 Oct – PENTECOST 21
Tone 4

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Sun 21 Oct – PENTECOST 22
Tone 5

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Thurs 25 Oct – St Clothilde of California

Matins and Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts 9.00am

Sun 28 Oct – PENTECOST 23
Tone 6

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

__________________________________________________________________

From your Parish Priest
Greetings and many blessings!
Many will have been relieved that we have at last had rain to restore the green of our
countryside and our gardens: too late for some plants, including our (potted) Yew Tree.
Flooding, however, has been devastating in India and elsewhere. Our hearts go out to the
poor souls who have lost their home in floods, wildfires, volcanic eruption or earthquake.
Never cease to thank God for what we have ….. and to pray for those who have not.
If you have been holidaying I hope you are duly refreshed. We joined one of our daughters
and family for a day in North Devon where they were on holiday in August. This enabled me
to explore the area where the great Celtic holy man of Devon, St Nectan of Hartland, spent
so much of his life. It has inspired me to offer another in my occasional series of Lives of the
Celtic Saints – see below.
As I shall be in Brittany when the October St Gwenn’s News would normally be issued I am
including the October services with September’s Calendar.
Loving blessings to you all,
Fr Leonard+

_______________________________________________________
Episcopal Visitation
This month we are to be blessed by the visit of our Primate, His Beatitude Metropolitan Marc,
and Bishop Paul. They will be with us 20–24 September. We especially look forward to
welcoming them at our Sunday Liturgy on 23 September, after which we shall have a parish
buffet lunch. Perhaps some of you who have been promising to come and see us might like
to join us that day!?
Fr Leonard and Sub-deacon Aidan will be returning with the Bishops to spend a week at the
monastery – hence no liturgy on Sunday 30 September.
__________________________________________________________________

A Pilgrimage through Brittany
Made by our Deacon Tugdual, and Diakonissa Susanna. Here is their account:
On our way over to commemorate the lives of
Sts Tugdual and Susanne on their joint saints’
day, we visited La Vallee des Saints – a
sanctuary without walls, celebrating our Celtic
Christian heritage. Upon a hill and its valley
stand, so far, a hundred granite statues, each
4 metres high, of our Celtic Saints who
travelled across the channel to bring
Christianity to Brittany – the ‘standing stones’
of the future, the message-bearers retelling
generations to come of our culture, values
and Faith.

Having spent the night at an hotel where 30
years ago (though unrecognisable bar the
exterior walls!) we first stepped on Breton
soil, we travelled onto Ste Anne d’Auray.
This is where Jesus’ grandma appeared to
villagers and said ‘God wants me to be
honoured here; re-build my chapel’. Hence,
the creation of a magnificent basilica.

Onwards to the Monastère Ste-Clotilde to attend the Liturgy in their newly opened chapel. It
was the saint’s day of Ste-Clare, the nun’s patron saint, and also that of Ste-Susanne.

Monastère Ste-Clotilde
Sunday Liturgy at the Monastère Ste-Presence was dedicated to St-Tugdual. The week then
followed the familiar daily pattern – Liturgy, breakfast, conversing, lunch, time-out, Vespers,
supper and discourse. Vegan food throughout - brilliant!

Procession with St Tugdual’s relics
__________________________________________________________________
Deacon Tugdual has also offered us this résumé of the life of St Tugdual the New

__________________________________________________________________

St Nectan of Hartland
It is generally believed that the Fifth Century Nectan was born in Ireland, the eldest of the
many children of King Brychan of Brycheiniog (Brecknock). However, we know that Nectan
was in Wales in AD 423 when he would still have been young. Nectan had heard about the
great desert hermit of Egypt, St Anthony, and felt inspired to follow the same way of life.
Seeking greater solitude, St Nectan and his companions left Wales by boat leaving their
destination to the tides, winds and currents. Thus they arrived on the North Devon coast at
Hartland. Here they lived for several years in dense woodland.
Seeking greater solitude, St Nectan then
settled in a remote valley, still in the
Hartland area. It was in this valley that St
Nectan helped a swineherd to recover his
lost pigs. In return for this help St Nectan
was gifted two cows. The cows, however,
were stolen from St Nectan who went off in
search of the beasts. When he found them
he attempted to convert the thieves to the
Christian faith. For his pains, St Nectan
was attacked by the robbers who cut off his
head. The legend is that he picked up his
head and walked back to his well before
collapsing and dying. On seeing this, the
murderer went out of his mind and himself
died. The other thief buried him. From
that time onwards, miracles began to take
place at St Nectan’s tomb.
The carved reredos in the parish church at
Stoke, Hartland, shews St Nectan with two
heads – one on his body, and the severed
one at his feet. The only icon I have been
able to trace does not shew this.

__________________________________________________________________________
Best Teacher? Fr Leonard included these Qs and As in a recent sermon. They are by Monk
Simeon of Mount Athos. Try making up your own answers.
Which teacher is the best? Suffering.
Which teacher is the worst? Pleasure.
What is the most rare skill? Ability to give.
What is the best skill? The ability to forgive.
What is the most difficult skill? The ability to keep quiet.
What is the most important skill? The ability to ask [the right things].
What is the right skill? The ability to listen.
What is the most dangerous fight? Fanatical.
What is the most harmful habit? Talkativeness.
Which person is the strongest? He who is capable of comprehending the truth.
Which person is the weakest? He who considers himself the strongest.
What kind of person is the most sensible? He who watches his heart.
What is the most dangerous attachment? Attachment to your body.
Which person is the poorest? The one who loves money most.
Which person is closest to God? The merciful.

How to resist trouble? With joy.
How to withstand suffering? With patience.
What is the sign of a healthy soul? Faith.
What is the symptom of a sick soul? Hopelessness.
What is the sign of wrong actions? Irritation.
What is the sign of good deeds? The world of the soul.
________________________________________________________________________

For our Prayers
That the joy of our Faith may fill our hearts with both love and compassion, and that we may
thus be beacons in the lives of others.
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul as they visit us in the UK.
For the Unity of Christ’s Church throughout the world; for a greater willingness for Christians
to rejoice in what they hold in common.
For blessings on Mgr Michael Clothier OSB to be consecrated a bishop within the Catholic
Church of England and Wales on 8 September. For blessings on his episcopal ministry.
For an end to the escalating tensions and hatreds associated with differing factions Religions.
For harmony among people of all Faiths and none.
For PEACE in our troubled world; that the love of God may touch the hearts of all.
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the persecuted;
for the starving; for refugees; for hostages; for the homeless; for those affected by storms,
flooding, earthquake or fire.
For the departed – Godfrey, Angela, Grace, Graham, Fr Raphae, Daphne, John, Trish, Eva,
Charles, Ellie, Fred, Monica, Leslie, Metropolitan Gabriel, Derek, David, Christine, Lily and
Jean-Pierre whose anniversaries of reposing fall in September and October. Memory Eternal.

