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Services at St Gwenn’s
Sun 3 Dec – ADVENT 3

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Fri 8 Dec – Conception of the Mother of God

Divine Liturgy 9.00am

Sun 10 Dec – ADVENT 4

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

Tues 12 Dec – St Spyridon

Matins with Communion 9.00am

Sun 17 Dec – ADVENT 5

Divine Liturgy 10.30am + Panikhida [Ann Hutson]

Thurs 21 Dec – St Thomas, Apostle

Matins with Communion 9.00am

Sun 24 Dec – ADVENT 6 - Forefeast of the Nativity

Advent Matins 10.30am

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Sun 24 Dec - The NATIVITY in the Flesh of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

Vespers of the NATIVITY 5.30pm
Divine Liturgy of the NATIVITY 7.00pm

Mon 25 Dec - The NATIVITY in the Flesh of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
Festal Matins with Carols 10.30am

Tues 26 Dec – St Stephen, Protomartyr

Matins with Communion 10.00am

Sun 31 Dec – NATIVITY 1

Divine Liturgy 10.30am
___________________________________________________________________
Pre-Nativity Confession
Fr Leonard is available for confessions or a confidential discussion, help with prayer, etc, by
appointment.
_________________________________________________________________________

From your Parish Priest
As this goes out to you we are nearing mid Advent/Nativity Fast and our Roman Catholic and
Anglican brethren are just starting their Advent. Yet by the end of the month it will be
Christmas, so, early as it is this is effectively our Christmas Issue.
I hope that the time leading up to Jesus’ birthday celebrations have been, are being, or will
be fruitful in turning our minds to the true meaning of Christmas. Long before the Festival
arrives we are bombarded with decorations, Christmas music, pressure to buy presents,
encouragement to buy enormous amounts of food and drink, invited to parties and so on.
And it is all too easy to get swept along with all this. But, if we stop and look around us, how
many of the people in this great tide of near hysteria are remotely concerned about the
actual meaning and significance of Christmas? The Incarnation, the taking of human form by
our God, opened for us a tangible connection to the Godhead. The Divine became human so
that we might be assimilated into Divinity. This is spelt out in the anaphora – the Great
Thanksgiving prayer - in our Divine Liturgy:
“Such is Your care for us: from the Son is formed a servant, from the Divine a man,
from the Eternal a mortal, in order that in the flesh assumed by Your Incarnation, by
the operation of Divine power, He should make friends from servants, sons from the
unrighteous, gods from men, eternal beings from mortals. Your Son becomes all
that we are, gives us all that He is, humbles Himself in order that we may be
exalted, is wounded that we may be healed, dies that we may be made alive, and is
resurrected that we may be raised up. Having assumed our humanity, He sits in
Glory opening wide to mankind the entrance to Heaven.”
May you all be blessed with the true spirit of Christmas.
Fr Leonard+

______________________________________________________________
He came Down, we Ascend
What St John Chrysostom said in his Homily for Pentecost seems to me very relevant as we
consider the Incarnation. I quote:
“This day the earth became Heaven for us. Not because the stars descended from the
heavens to earth, but because the apostles ascended to Heaven by the grace of the Holy
Spirit, which was now abundantly poured forth, and so the whole world was transformed into
heaven; not because human nature was changed, but because there was a change in the
direction of the will. For there was found a tax-gatherer, and he was transformed into an
evangelist. There was found a persecutor, and he was changed into an apostle. There was
found a robber, and he was led into Paradise. There was found a prostitute, and she was
made the equal of virgins. There was found wise men, and they were taught the Gospels.
Evil fled away and gentleness took its place. Slavery was put away, and freedom came in its
stead. And all debts were forgiven, and the grace of God was conferred. Therefore Heaven
became earth; and from repeating this again and again I shall not cease.”
_________________________________________________________________________

The Road to Bethlehem
I came across this material some years ago, and made an adaptation of it. I can’t credit the
author of the original idea as I didn’t note it down at the time. If anyone recognises parts of
this, do let me know where it came from.
Thanks to the decree of the Emperor Augustus Mary and Joseph were on the road to
Bethlehem to be registered. It would be nice to think that, at Christmas, all roads lead to
Bethlehem. For a brief season every year the little Judean town, just south of Jerusalem
becomes the focus of interest for the whole of Christendom, assuming an importance greater
than London, Paris or New York. There’s no getting away from Bethlehem at Christmas – it
crops up in our scripture readings and carols, and it’s portrayed in many of the cards we send
and receive.

Let’s think briefly about that road to Bethlehem and about
some of the people who travelled it. Let’s start with Mary.
“How far is it to Bethlehem?” asks one of our carols. “Not
very far,” comes the answer. True enough. For the modern
traveller, the 70 or 80 miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem is a
simple enough journey, but it was not so for Mary. Travel was
difficult in those days – and especially so for a woman in an
advanced state of pregnancy. There were no comforts on the
way. Despite all that Joseph could do to help, every mile
was an ordeal, every day of the journey a fresh hardship, and
then at the end of it all still no relief – every crowded inn
absolutely full. So, as Mary’s pains came upon her, it was in a
stabling cave, dark and squalid, that she gave birth to her
first-born son, wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him
in a manger – an animal’s food trough. For Mary, the road to
Bethlehem was an arduous one, but God had purpose in it. He used the Roman edict for a
general registration to fulfil the prophecy that the long awaited Messiah should be born in the
city of David. So we learn that we should be ready to go where God sends us, be ready to
align ourselves with the will of God.
The next people we find on the road to Bethlehem are the
shepherds. Theirs was a journey of faith in response to a
divine revelation – the staggering revelation by angels that
the Messiah had been born in Bethlehem. The shepherds’
faith showed itself in action. Three things are said of what
they did. First ‘They came with haste’, driven on by the
urgency of the revelation. Second, ‘They found the babe,
lying in a manger’, just as the angel had said. Third, ‘They
made known the saying which had been told them
concerning the child;’ unable to keep the amazing news to
themselves. They came, they found, they told. Faith leads
to obedience, obedience results in discovery; discovery
expresses itself in testimony or proclamation. Now it is up
to us to proclaim the good news.
Sometime later, the Magi or ‘wise men’ also travelled the
road to Bethlehem. What a contrast to the shepherds –
Gentiles, not Jews; wealthy, not poor; educated and
cultured, not simple folk. And so we learn that Christ is for
everyone.
For the Magi, the road to Bethlehem
represented a quest for a King.
Their study of the
heavenly bodies in their Eastern land had convinced them
that in the land of the Jews a King had been born. They
had seen His star and were coming to worship. There, in
the town of David, their long search was ended and
rewarded with joy. They paid homage to the new born
King, worshipping and offering gifts – gold, frankincense
and myrrh. And so we are called to come and worship
Christ the King.
Mary, the shepherds, the Magi all took the road to Bethlehem. The road to Bethlehem is
open to each of us – it doesn’t need to involve a journey to the Holy Land. In heart and mind
this Christmas we can each travel along the road that leads to the little child who is at once,
Son of God, Son of Mary, King of Israel, and Saviour of the World.
As we travel with Mary, let’s be ready to accept God’s call, God’s will for us, whatever the
cost. As we travel with the shepherds let’s obey, discover, and proclaim. As we travel with
the Magi, let’s rejoice, worship our God, and give Him all that we can.
Ed Fr Leonard

________________________________________________________________________

Monastery of the Holy Presence, Saint-Dolay, Brittany
Deacon Marc Guichard has taken many photographs of our monastery. Here are just a few.

__________________________________________________________________________

For our Prayers
Love came down at Christmas
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul and all our monastics, clergy and people, and
for the future of the Celtic Orthodox Church, and the Western Orthodox Communion.
For the Unity of Christ’s Church, and for harmony among people of all religions and none.
For PEACE in our troubled world; for the true spirit of Christmas to enter our hearts,
individually, nationally and internationally.
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress; for those devastated by conflict; for the persecuted;
for the starving; for refugees; for the homeless; for those affected by storms, flooding,
earthquake or fire. Especially at this time we pray for all for whom Christmas will not be a
time of joy.
For the departed – Mary, Patriarch Alexei II, Patriarch Ignatius IV, Nelson Mandela, Elizabeth,
Audrey, Maureen, Lorainne, Wendy, Kit, Terry, Len, Ann, Dom Boniface, Ken – oblate, Henry,
and Benizir Bhuto, whose anniversaries of reposing fall this month. Memory Eternal.

