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Services at St Gwenn’s 
 

Sun 3 Sep – PENTECOST 13 – St Edward, King and Martyr 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 

 

 
 
 

Fri 8 Sep – Nativity of the Most Holy Mother of God 
 

Divine Liturgy  9.30am 
 

 
 

 
 

Sun 10 Sep –PENTECOST 14 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 
 

Wed 13 Sep – Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  9.30am 
 

 



 

 
 

Sun 17 Sep – PENTECOST 15 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 
 

Thurs 21 Sep – S Matthew 
 

Matins with Communion  9.30am 
 

 
 
 

Sun 27 Aug – PENTECOST 16 
 
 

SORRY – NO LITURGY TODAY 
 

 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

From your Parish Priest 
 

Greetings dear friends – the Lord be with you! 
 

The visit of our bishops has been the highlight of the past month, and a full account follows 
below.  I am personally very grateful for the support of my bishops.  Their visit has inspired 
us and encouraged us in our mission.  The Celtic Church is a deeply spiritual Church; it is a 
manifestly practical Church, ever conscious of the importance of Creation and our need to 
care for the environment.  To have the encouragement of our bishops in our small 
endeavours to promote Celtic Christianity has been most wonderful. 
 

Blessings abound upon you all. 
 

Fr Leonard+ 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Episcopal Visit 
 

 
 

His Beatitude Met Marc 

We were blessed with the presence 
of our Primate, His Beatitude 
Metropolitan Marc, and Bishop Paul, 
who visited us at St Gwenn’s.  They 
arrived very late on 24 August and 
returned early on 28 August, so 
they were with us for three days, 
and a wonderful three days they 
were; even the weather was kind to 
us! 
 
On Friday 25 August we went to 
Shaftsbury to see the ruins of the 
abbey, our interest being that it was 

 
 

Bishop Paul 

there that the relics of Saint Edward, the Martyr-King, were laid to rest (see article below 
about St Edward). 
 
The abbey was founded in cAD888 by King Alfred the Great who installed his young daughter 
Æthelgifu as the first Abbess.  The original building would probably have been of timber 
construction, although some Saxon buildings were of stone.  After two hundred years or so a 
grander Norman stone abbey, church, and buildings were erected on the site.  It is the ruin of 
this abbey that we now see.  The abbey was dissolved in 1539 during the English 
Reformation and St Edward's remains were hidden there, by the nuns, so as to avoid their 
desecration. 



 
 
 

 
 
   Shaftsbury Abbey ruins and Museum 
 
 
 

 
 
  St Edward Memorial Window – modern 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
      No, not mobile phones – audio guides! 
 
 

 
 
 Where St Edward’s relics were rediscovered 
 
 

 
                King Alfred the Great 

 



 
On our way back from Shaftsbury we called in 
at the church of St Michael and All Angels at 
East Coker, near Yeovil.  This was to pay 
tribute to the American born English Poet, T S 
Eliot. 
 
In accordance with his wishes, Eliot’s ashes 
were taken to the church at East Coker, the 
Somerset village from which his Eliot ancestors 
had emigrated to America.  A wall plaque 
commemorates him with a quotation from his 
poem East Coker: 
 

In my beginning is my end. 
In my end is my beginning. 

 
  
 
It was Trish and Father Leonard’s pleasure to prepare a venison dinner for our dear bishops 
to round off the day. 
 
 
On Saturday 26 August the bishops spent the day with us discussing parish matters.  After 
the Midday Office and a buffet lunch we made a visit to St Wite’s (St Gwenn’s) well at 
Morcombelake, where we all felt blessed by the spiritual presence of our patron saint and by 
receiving the waters. 
 

 
 

At the well 



 
Back at St Gwenn’s Metropolitan Marc talked to us about tomorrow’s service.  We then sang 
Vespers before going out for dinner at the Greyhound in Beaminster.  A good meal and a 
most enjoyable evening. 
 
At the Liturgy on Sunday 27 August Bishop Marc ordained Aidan (Geoffrey) as Sub-deacon, 
and Tugdual (Desmond) as Deacon.  This was an occasion of great joy for us.  Bishop Marc 
spoke words of great encouragement to us, assuring us that, small as we are we have an 
important part to play in the growth of Celtic Spirituality in our land, and the establishing of 
the ‘Absolute’ service of God taught by our founding Father, St Tugdual. 
 

  
 

Sub-deacon Aidan washes Bp Marc’s hands and Deacon Tugdual is amused – who said what? 
 
 

 
 

And the inevitable group photo…. 
 
after which we had a Parish buffet lunch, convivial conversation, and some dozing before we 
all went our ways, Tugdual and Susanna leading the ‘bishopsmobile’ to their home in Poole 
where the bishops stayed in readiness for their early ferry back to France the next day.  The 
bishop’s day ended with Tugdual and Susanna taking them out for a fine dinner. 



________________________________________________________________________ 
St Edward, King and Martyr 
 
King Edward, the holy Martyr-King, was the son 
of King Edgar the Peaceable of England and his 
first wife, Queen Ethelfleda.  When his wife died, 
Edgar married again and had a second son, 
Ethelred.  When King Edgar died in 975 
Ethelred's mother, argued that Ethelred should 
be king, not Edward.  The matter was settled 
when St Dunstan, the archbishop of Canterbury, 
anointed St Edward. 
 
But the opposition festered on and when Edward 
went to visit his younger brother one of the 
queen's retinue attacked and killed the young 
king who slipped from his horse and was 
dragged until he fell lifeless into a stream 
beneath the hill on which Corfe Castle stands. 
 
The body was hidden in a nearby hut.  A woman, 
born blind, lived in this hut.  In the night she 
suddenly awoke and called out, "Lord, have 
mercy!" upon which she received her sight and 
discovered the body of the king.  The present 
church of St Edward at Corfe stands on the site 
of that miracle. 
 
When the queen learned of the miracle, she was 
afraid and had the body unceremoniously buried 
in a bog.   But,  several months later a pillar of 

 
 

Icon of St Edward in St Edward’s 
Orthodox Church, Athelhampton 

fire rose over the place where the body had been hidden.  Devout locals found and raised the 
body upon which a spring of clear healing water sprang up.  The body was then taken to the 
church of the Most Holy Mother of God in Wareham.  This first translation of the holy relics 
was on 13 February AD980. 
 
Many miracles happened around the presence of the relics and so, a year later the still 
incorrupt body of St Edward was taken in great ceremony to Shaftsbury Abbey, into the care 
of the nuns there. 
 
Such were the miracles that continued to occur at the tomb of the Martyr-King that on 20 
June AD1001 his brother Ethelred, successor to the throne, had his brother’s tomb raised and 
placed in a more fitting place.  When the tomb was opened a wonderful fragrance filled the 
air. 
 
During the sixteenth century English Reformation, King Henry VIII brought about the 
dissolution of the monasteries.  Aware of the danger the nuns hid St Edward's remains so as 
to avoid their desecration. 
 
In 1931, in the north transept of Shaftesbury Abbey, the relics, in a lead casket, were found.  
They were kept in a bank vault whist ownership was resolved and a future resting place 
found.  In 1995 the relics were finally moved to the [then] Russian Orthodox Brotherhood of 
St Edward at Brookwood in Surrey in which monastery they remain to this day. 
 
St Edward is honoured as an important saint – martyr/passion bearer – in the Orthodox 
Church, and it is seemly that one of his three feast days, 3 September, falls on a Sunday this 
year.  We shall honour him at the Liturgy that day. 

 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

For our Prayers 
 
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc and all our monastics, clergy and people, and for the 
future of the Celtic Orthodox Church, and the Western Orthodox Communion. 
 



For Bishop Paul and the Monastery at Toms Brook.  For the growth of parish life there. 
For the Unity of Christ’s Church – the unity He calls us to, and which we fail to achieve. 
 
For speedy and lasting relief for those suffering severe FAMINE and starvation across the 
world; for the victims of landslides and flooding; for those affected by terrorism and war. 
 
For faithfulness to Christ’s injunction to love and serve one another; for generous hearts to 
impel us to do and give what we can. 
 
For PEACE and stability throughout our troubled world.  For an end to the horrors of 
terrorism, religious extremism and radicalisation.  For all persecuted Christians and other 
religious and ethnic groups.  For the refugees forced to flee their troubled homelands and 
those endeavouring to deal with the refugee crisis. 
 
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress, especially those on our prayer lists and on the hearts 
of all who read this.  For Fr Deacon Cwyfan awaiting a new date for heart surgery. 
 
For the departed – Angela, Grace, Graham, Fr Raphael, Daphne (oblate), John and Tricia 
whose anniversaries of reposing fall this month.  Memory Eternal. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


