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Services at St Gwenn’s 
 
 

Sat 2 July – Visitation of the Mother of God to Elizabeth 
 

Festal Matins  8.00am 
 

 
 

Sun 3 July – PENT 7 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 

Tues 5 July – St Gwenn Teirbron (our Patron) 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

Followed by Lunch at Broadwindsor Craft Centre 
 

 
 

Sun 10 July – PENT 8 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 

Sun 19 July – PENT 9 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 

Sun 24 July – PENT 10 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 
 
 



Sun 31 July – PENT 11 – St Joseph of Arimathea 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

 
 
From your Parish Priest 
 
Greetings in the Name of Christ our Saviour and of our Patron Saint Gwenn! 
 
Being known by several names – Gwenn, Wite, Blanche, Candida, and more – 
has had the result that different hagiographers, over the centuries, have given 
various different dates for our Patron Saint.  We therefore celebrated her as St 
Wite in June (1st), and will do so again, as St Gwenn, in July (5th).  We also 
celebrate St Joseph of Arimathea, the Founder of the Celtic Church, in July 
(31st), so this month is very special for our parish. 
 
The saints are very important to us, for we never stand alone making our 
prayers before God; we are surrounded by a “cloud of witnesses” (Hebrews 
12.1).  The Orthodox Church sees the living and the departed as a single whole, 
the Church of Christ.  This is why we feel able to “talk” to the saints and ask 
their intercessions on our behalf.  This is, of course, nowhere more potent than 
when we ask the prayers of Our Blessed Lady, the Theotokos.  May she, and St 
Gwenn, intercede with Christ our only Saviour for us in our pilgrimage of Faith 
here and now, and for our parish. 
 
Blessings to you all. 
 
Fr Leonard 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
Recorded Sermons 
 
I hope that you all follow facebook posts on the Celtic Orthodox Church, 
Wessex, and Celtic Church in Devon (Orthodox) pages.  If so, you will have 
seen that Tim posts videos of my sermons from time to time. 
 
I rather randomly e-mail out audio recordings of sermons.  I have two mailing 
lists, one quite large and to which I mail every month or two, and a shorter list 
where sermons are sent out more frequently. 
 



It would be helpful if you could be kind enough to let me know if you would like 
to receive more, less, or none.  And if you don’t receive sermons and would like 
to, please let me know that too. 
 
Fr L 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Silence 
 
And on the subject of sermons, in a recent sermon I touched on the value of 
SILENCE.  I quoted Abba Isidore of Pelusia who said: “Living without speaking is 
better than speaking without living.  For a person who lives rightly helps us by 
silence, while one who talks too much merely annoys.” 
 
The bit about talking too much being really annoying rings bells for me, I fear.  
Perhaps it does for you??  Maybe we should all be more ready to listen than to 
spout!  My dear wife has a saying about clergy and hot air – I’m sure you can 
imagine. 
 
Seriously, though, I really would recommend that we all spend more time in 
silent prayer.  Maybe “still” would be better word, for we need to quieten our 
minds.  One can busily chase thought after thought around in silence, the mind 
too engrossed to hear God, but what we need to aim for is the expunging of 
thoughts and allowing the stillness of the presence of God to fill our minds and 
our hearts.  It’s not as easy as it sounds, but we have to persevere, and every 
time a distraction comes into our mind we need to put it out again.  I may say 
some more on this in next month’s News. 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Monastery of the Holy Presence of Our Lady, Virginia  
 
We rejoice with our dear Bishop 
Paul as the monastery at Toms 
Brook takes shape.  It is keeping Fr 
Paul very busy and we pray that he 
will not over do things.  The project 
has our prayerful support, and 
perhaps we can make our support 
more tangible.  We already have in 
mind presenting the monastery 
with some icons. 
 
As you can see from these 
photographs, the original building 
has doubled in size and is becoming 
quite splendid.  (The veranda floor 
is a ‘photoshop’ spoof – it is not yet 
constructed.  We guess there will 
probably be steps or a ramp to the 
entrance.) 
 
May God’s blessing, at the 
intercession of Our Lady, grace this 
holy place. 
 

 
 

        As purchased and progress so far 
 

 
________________________________________________________________ 



New Celtic Cross 
 
In readiness for celebrations in August (150th anniversary of the revival of the 
Celtic Church – of which more anon) a beautifully crafted and carved stone 
cross has been erected at the top of the driveway to our Holy Presence 
Monastery at Saint-Dolay. 
 

 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
For our Prayers 
 
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc and all our monks, nuns, clergy and people, 
and for the future of the Celtic Orthodox Church, and the Western Orthodox 
Communion.  For the growth and renewing energy of Celtic spirituality in the 
world today. 
 
For Bishop Paul, in his founding and establishing of the Monastery of Our Lady 
of the Holy Presence, and for the growth of the Celtic community in Virginia. 
 
For our own Parish of St Gwenn, for our commitment and growth, and for the 
community in which we minister.  For our outreach in Devon. 



For all in sickness, sorrow or distress, especially those on our prayer lists and on 
the hearts of all who read this. 
 
For PEACE and stability in our troubled world, especially for an end to the 
horrors of religious extremism, radicalisation and persecution.  For the 
refugees fleeing from troubled homelands and those endeavouring to deal with 
the ever growing refugee crisis. 
 
For our Country and its leaders as preparations are made for a future outside 
the European Union. 
 
For the Unity of Christ’s Church – the unity He came to give us, and which we 
continue to shatter. 
 
For the departed – our loved ones and those whose anniversaries fall this 
month: Roy, Maureen, John, Bryce, Debbie, Jenny, Beryl, His Beatitude Mael, Fr 
Tony, and Betty. 
 
 
 

 


