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Services at St Gwenn’s 
 
 

Sun 3 Jan  – SUN AFTER NATIVITY 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 

_________________________________ 
 

Wed 6 Jan – EPIPHANY 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
_________________________________ 

 
Sun 10 Jan – THEOPHANY 

 

 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
With Blessing of Water 

 
 

Blessing of St Wite’s Well  2.30pm 
[SUBJECT TO WEATHER!] (see below) 

______________________________ 
 



Sun 17 Jan – EPIPHANY 2 
 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
______________________________ 

 
Sun 24 Jan – EPIPHANY 3 

 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
______________________________ 

 
Mon 25 Jan – Conversion of St Paul 

 

Matins with communion  9.00am 
______________________________ 

 
Sun 31 Jan – Sun 17 Jan – EPIPHANY 4 

 

Divine Liturgy  10.30am 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
From your Parish Priest 
 
Greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 
May I wish you all a peaceful, blessed, and very happy 2016, with good health.  If you 
go in for New Year resolutions, may you make them sensibly and be given grace to keep 
them!  As with fasting, one should be realistic about what one attempts and not set the 
hurdles so high that you stand little chance of clearing them!  A little improvement 
maintained is better than a huge improvement which is short-lived. 
 
I imagine that every one of us could benefit from finding a bit more time for God….. 
 
Blessings to you all in 2016. 
 
Fr Leonard 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
On the Twelfth Day of Christmas…. 
 
Some thoughts borrowed from Fr Michael Clothier’s January Newsletter 
(Anglican Catholic parish in Devon) 
 
As the twelve days of Christmas come to an end, the Latin Western Church 
celebrates Epiphany (from the Greek word  meaning "manifestation," 
or “showing forth.”  This festival is observed on the 6th of January and 
celebrates the Manifestation of God in Christ to the Gentiles, with the coming of 
the Magi, (Kings, Wise Men), to see the child Jesus.  The twelve days between 
Christmas and Epiphany are often referred to as the "Twelve Days of 
Christmas." 
 
When we think of the Magi coming to see the Christ child we also think of the 
three gifts they brought with them, which are symbolic of who Jesus is, and 
what He did and taught.  Gold symbolizes that Jesus is king, since precious 
metals were often given as gifts to royalty.  Myrrh is symbolic of the sacrificial 
death of Jesus, since it was one of the burial spices used on Jesus' body.  As a 
medicinal agent, it also symbolizes that Jesus is a healer.  Frankincense, or 
incense, symbolizes Jesus' role as priest; ancient Jews and Greeks believed that 
incense, used in worship, carried prayers to heaven.  St. Irenaeus (180 AD) 
describes the symbolism in a similar fashion, although he connects frankincense 



to Jesus' divinity: The Magi showed, by these gifts which they offered, who it 
was that was worshipped; myrrh, because it was He who should die and be 
buried for the mortal human race; gold, because He was a King, "of whose 
kingdom there is no end;" and frankincense, because He was God, who 
also "was made known in Judea," and was "declared to those who sought Him 
not". 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Epiphany and Theophany 
 
Following on from Fr Michael’s thoughts, as I explained last year, in the Celtic 
Orthodox tradition we observe both Epiphany – focusing on the coming of the Magi – 
and Theophany – the baptism of Christ in the waters of the Jordan.  Of course in both 
Epiphany and Theophany, the manifestation of God is central. 
 
Theophany is also the day we bless the waters, and, subject to weather, we shall bless 
the water at St Wite’s Well (remembering that we believe St Wite and St Gwenn are the 
same person).  Last year we blessed the sea at Lyme Regis.  Perhaps in future we can 
alternate these blessings. (Location of St Wite’s Well is shown at the end of the News.) 
 
Two reminders: firstly that Theophany is also a time when homes are blessed.  If 
anyone would like a house blessing in the weeks following Theophany, please contact Fr 
Leonard.  And secondly, if you would like some holy water for use at home, please 
remember to bring a container to the Liturgy. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
St Gwenn’s Fellowship 
 
As we have mentioned for the past two months, we are proposing to create a 
Fellowship of St Gwenn to forge closer links and to encourage people to feel 
more a part of us and the Celtic Orthodox Church, especially for those for whom 
actually visiting us may not be feasible.  If you are interested in becoming part 
of this fellowship do contact Fr Leonard for more details.  Hopefully our first 
Bulletin will go out this month to those who have expressed an interest. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
For our Personal Prayers 
 
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc, Bishop Paul, and all our monks, nuns, clergy 
and people, and for the future of the Celtic Orthodox Church.  For the growth 
and renewing energy of Celtic spirituality in the world today. 
 
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress, especially those on our prayer lists and 
for those who suffering as a result of recent terror attacks; and also those for 
whom no-one else is praying. 
 
For PEACE and stability in our troubled world, especially for an end to the 
horrors of religious extremism, radicalisation and persecution.  For the 
refugees fleeing from troubled homelands and those endeavouring to deal with 
the growing refugee crisis. 
 
 
For the Unity of Christ’s Church. 
 
For the departed – our loved ones and those whose anniversaries fall this 
month, Sybil, Archpriest Michael, Fr Anthony, Alan, Fr John, Eric, Bob, and 
Chrissie 
________________________________________________________________ 



 
Location of St Wite’s Well 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 


