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Services at St Gwenn’s
Sun 6 Dec – ADVENT 4
[S Nicholas the Wonderworker of Myra]

Divine Liturgy 10.30am

_________________________________
Tues 8 Dec – Conception of the Mother of God

Matins with Communion 9.30am

_________________________________
Sun 13 Dec – ADVENT 5
[S German of Alaska, Wonder-worker of All America]

Divine Liturgy 10.30am
_________________________________

Sun 20 Dec – ADVENT 6

Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Vespers with Carols 3.00pm
______________________________
Thurs 24 Dec –The NATIVITY in the flesh of Christ our Lord

Divine Liturgy 8.30pm
______________________________
Fri 25 Dec – The NATIVITY in the flesh of Christ our Lord

Matins of the Nativity 9.00am
______________________________
Sat 26 Dec – S Stephen, Protomartyr

Matins with communion 9.00am
______________________________
Sun 27 DEC – NATIVITY 1
[St Joseph the Just and St John the Theologian – Apostle]

Divine Liturgy 10.30am
________________________________________________________________________________________

From your Parish Priest
Greetings dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
As you receive this edition of St Gwenn’s News there are still another four weeks of
Advent to go before the feast of the Nativity of our Lord – but looking at the shops, the
street scene, TV advertisements, etc, one could be forgiven for thinking that Christmas
is already here! A great shame, because such early anticipation detracts from the
freshness and sense of wonder, joy and celebration when the day actually comes……and

it even inclines people to think, with a kind of relief, that it’s all over (at last!) by the
26th of December! Keeping our Advent fast right up until the Nativity Liturgy is
celebrated helps us to redress the balance and counter the secular appropriation of the
holy season.
Hypocritically, that said, short of sending out a second December News specifically for
Christmas, I need to offer you my seasonal salutations now! So, when the day comes,
may you have a blessed, joyful, peaceful and spiritually rewarding Christmas, letting the
Incarnate Christ, the Word of God, into your hearts to counter the constant efforts of
the ‘evil one’ to bring discord and misery to our world.
Nativity blessings to you all.
Fr Leonard
____________________________________________________________________

His Beatitude Marc
Our dear Primate is currently on a fasting
spiritual three week retreat where he is walking
in the mountains seeking God’s will for himself
and the future of our Church. We are keeping a
lamp burning for him at St Gwenn’s and daily
commending him to God’s love and care. Please
pray for him.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chalcedon, Canonicity and all that!
(If you are not interested in theology or the credentials of our Church you might
prefer to skip this bit!)
I became aware recently that some people believe our Celtic Orthodox Church
to be non-Chalcedonian. Before I comment on that, I should explain that the
Orthodox Church is in two families, Chalcedonian and Non-Chalcedonian. The
latter are generally referred to as the Oriental Orthodox Churches - Syriac,
Coptic, Ethiopian, Armenian, etc - and, most confusingly, the remainder are
referred to as the Eastern Orthodox Churches - Greek, Russian, Antiochian,
Alexandrian, Serbian, Romanian, etc. [Oriental, Eastern – spot the difference if
you can – but that’s the way they are referred to!]
There were seven Ecumenical Councils of the Early Church, the fourth being the
Council of Chalcedon. At that Council the two Natures of Christ were ‘defined.’
The Oriental Churches did not agree with the definition – many now believe the
problem was one of language, not of theology – and so they rejected the
dogmatic teaching of the Council of Chalcedon and consequently were not a
party to the remainder of the Church Councils; hence Non-Chalcedonian.
The Eastern Orthodox Churches do not consider the Oriental Orthodox Churches
to be canonical.
So, given that our present Celtic Orthodox Church (as distinct from the Celtic
Church of the first millennium) was constituted by the (Non-Chalcedonian)
Syriac Orthodox Church, what is the position of our Church with regard to the
Ecumenical Councils? We are best described as Pro-Chalcedonian. That is to
say, we accept the teaching of all seven Church Councils, but acknowledge that
only the first three were truly Ecumenical. Although having its apostolic roots in
the Oriental (Non-Chalcedonian) Church, the Celtic Orthodox Church was given

the mandate to establish a Western Orthodox Church faithful to the spirit of the
original Celtic Church. It is an autocephalous (independent self-governing)
Church and has never been required to be subject to the Syriac Orthodox
Church, or tied to its doctrinal position. The Celtic Orthodox Church is not
monosyphite (believing that Christ had one single Nature), but upholds the
Chalcedonian doctrine that the one Person of Christ has two Natures, divine and
human. Indeed we affirm this every time we make the sign of the cross,
holding our first two fingers and thumb together representing the Trinity, and
the third and fourth fingers together, in the palm, representing those two
Natures of Christ, thus:
I would like to say that the position of the Celtic Orthodox
Church I have set out here is as it was explained to me by
our late beloved Primate His Beatitude Mael, although the
term ‘Pro-Chalcedonian’ is mine. The position with regard
to the Ecumenical Councils is also set out in the
comprehensive doctrinal statement produced by our Church
under HB Mael’s predecessor, Mar Seraphim, prior to his
seceding to the Coptic Church. The document is known as
the Glastonbury Confession, and it clearly accepts the
teaching of all seven Ecumenical Councils.
As to the matter of Apostolic succession, the Celtic Orthodox Church traces its
Apostolic roots back to the Syriac Orthodox Church of Antioch, considered as
the most ancient Christian Church in the world. Saint Luke states that, "The
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch" (Acts 11:26). Saint Peter was
the first bishop of Antioch and is therefore regarded as the first Patriarch of the
Syriac (Syrian) Orthodox Church. There is an unbroken line of Apostolic
succession from Saint Peter to the present Patriarch, Ignatius Aphrem II,
running through all the Syriac Orthodox bishops. It was one of these, Mar
Boutros (Boutros ibn Salmo Mesko) – later becoming Patriarch Mar Ignatius
Peter IV of Antioch – who, in 1866, with the sanction of Patriarch Ignatius
Jacobus II, consecrated Mar Julius (Jules Ferrette) commissioning him to form
an indigenous Orthodox Church in Western Europe.
The subsequent
consecrations which continued that Apostolic succession are set out here:
Syriac Orthodox
Mar Boutros (later becoming Patriarch Mar Ignatius Peter IV)
Celtic Orthodox (formerly Orthodox Church of the British Isles)
Mar Julius (1966)
Mar Pelagius I (1874)
Mar Jacobus I Antipas (1890)
Mar Andries I (1897)
Mar Jacobus II (1922)
Mar Georgius I (1944)
Mar Seraphim I (1977)
Mgr Mael I (1980)
Mgr Marc I (1988)
So, in conclusion, we have a clearly demonstrated unbroken line of Apostolic
succession, and we are not Non-Chalcedonian. We pray that one day the
Eastern Orthodox Church will be able to perceive this and accept that we are a
truly canonical Church.
Fr Leonard
_______________________________________________________________

St Gwenn’s Fellowship
As we mentioned last month, there are a few people, both in the UK and
abroad, who keep in touch with us at St Gwenn’s and we are suggesting that we
create a Fellowship of St Gwenn to forge closer links and to encourage people to
feel more a part of us and the Celtic Orthodox Church, even though visiting us
may not be feasible. If you are interested in becoming part of this fellowship do
contact Fr Leonard for more details.
______________________________________________________________________

For our Personal Prayers
For our Primate Metropolitan Marc (see above), Bishop Paul, and all our monks,
nuns, clergy and people, and for the future of the Celtic Orthodox Church. For
the growth and renewing energy of Celtic spirituality in the world today.
For all in sickness, sorrow or distress, especially those on our prayer lists and
for those who suffering as a result of recent terror attacks; and also those for
whom no-one else is praying.
For PEACE and stability in our troubled world, especially for an end to the
horrors of religious extremism, radicalisation and persecution. For the
refugees fleeing from troubled homelands and those endeavouring to deal with
the growing refugee crisis.
For the Unity of Christ’s Church.
For the departed – our loved ones and those whose anniversaries fall this
month, Mary, Patriarch Alexei II, Patriarch Ignatius IV, Nelson (Mandela),
Audrey, Wendy, Terry, Len, Ann, Dom Boniface, Ken, Henry, Benizir (Bhuto).

