
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

All throughout Advent we have been meditating and preparing 
the great encounter with the Savior’s Birth. As the nights grew longer 
and the days grew shorter, we entered into the silence of  our heart 
where we can find the Nativity’s spiritual grotto. This grotto symbolizes 
the root of  our being where our spirit is united with the source of  
grace, the true communion with the Lord. Though a spiritual and 
mystical place, it is very real. The feast of  the Child-God’s birth 
should be a conscious communion with the Divine Presence in the 
deepest part of  us, in the very heart of  our heart.

This is not only a personal spiritual experience. Saint Paul reminds 
us that we are the Body of  Christ and individual members of  it, and 
that is why we are only of  one heart and one soul (Ac 4:32). Thus 
we form a single body—Christ’s body—the Center, Source and Life 
of  all persons and things. Together we are God’s dwelling-place,  
a living God manifested in each and every member of  the entire 
community.



When we pray together the community itself  becomes the  
Nativity Grotto. No believer exists alone on the path of  his  
personal life and of  his Christian life. Once again men and all 
living things find peace and their lost communion in the poverty 
of  the stable of  Bethlehem, in the silence of  this luminous night.

Thus, dear brothers and sisters, an extraordinary human and 
spiritual adventure opens up to us. Together we are a true and living 
Manger. Together we become like Christ in order to manifest Him 
to the world.

Let us rejoice! Let us sing hymns of  praise with the angels and 
shepherds, the Wise Men and the whole of  creation!

I wish you all a Holy and a Merry Christmas! Glory to God in 
the highest!

Marc – Primate of  the Celtic Orthodox Church


